
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PRAYERS FROM THE NEO-BABYLONIAN HISTORICAL 
INSCRIPTIONS. 1 



Translated by Robert Francis Harper, 
The University of Chicago. 



I. Prayer of Nabopolassar, King of Babylon (625-604 B. C), 
to Marduk at the Dedication of the Temple Etemenanki : 

[To Marduk, the great lord, lord of the gods, the powerful, patron 
of the Igigi, oppressor of the Anunnaki, light of the gods, his fathers, 
who dwells in Esagila, lord of Babylon, my lord — Nabopolassar, etc.] 
O Marduk, my lord, look with favor upon my goodly deeds ! 
By thy exalted command, which cannot be altered, let the performance 

of my hands endure forever ! 
Like the bricks of Etemenanki, which are to remain firm forever, do 

thou establish the foundation of my throne for all time ! 
O Etemenanki, grant blessing to the king who has restored thee ! 
When Marduk with joy takes up his abode in thee, 
O temple, recall to Marduk, my lord, my gracious deeds ! 

II. Prayer of Nabopolassar to Belit of Sippar at the Dedica- 
tion of the Temple of E-edinna: 

[At the time that Shamash the great lord walked at my side, and I 
destroyed the [rebellious, (and) turned the land of my foes into 
mounds and plough-land], at that time I rebuilt for the mistress of 
Sippar, the exalted princess, my mistress, E-edin-na, a temple wherein 
she might find peace of mind, and I made it brilliant as the day.] 

In the future, O Belit of Sippar, powerful mistress, 

When I have brought this temple to a state of completion, 

And thou hast taken up thy dwelling therein, 

Do thou establish me, Nabopolassar, the king, thy restorer, 

Forever like the bricks of Sippar and Babylon ; 

And do thou permit my sovereignty to last into far future days ! 

Two beautiful prayers of Nebuchadrezzar to Marduk are found 
in his East India House Inscription. These prayers belong 

1 These translations differ very little from the translations in my Assyrian and 
Babylonian Literature (Appleton). 

428 



PRAYERS FROM NEO-BABYLONIAN INSCRIPTIONS 429 

here. They have, however, been translated in the April number 
of this journal, p. 279, Nos. I and II, and it does not seem 
necessary to repeat them. 

III. Prayer of Nebuchadrezzar II., King of Babylon (604-561 
B. C), to Nin-karrak, at the Dedication of the Temple E-ul-la in 
Sippar : 

[At that time E-ul-la, the Temple of Nin-karrak, in Sippar — 
which from time immemorial and for years long gone by had not been 
kept in order, whose walls had fallen into decay, and whose site was 
no longer recognisable, being covered with earth — was not reckoned 
among the shrines of the gods; its revenues had been withheld because 
they had not been arranged for ; its free-will offerings had ceased. 
.... Because of my faithful reign, Marduk, the merciful one, 
bestowed favor upon that temple, and Shamash, the lofty judge, com- 
manded its renovation. Me, the shepherd who fears them, they gave 
orders to rebuild it. I sought and searched out its ancient platform- 
foundation ; the mention of the name of " Nin-karrak who dwells in 
E-ul-la" was written on it and was found therein. Upon its ancient 
platform-foundation I laid its foundation, and for Nin-karrak, the mis- 
tress who loves me and who protects my life and grants safety to my 
descendants, E-ul-la, her temple, I built anew in Sippar. I made its 
revenues to abound, and established its free-will offerings.] 

O Nin-karrak, lofty mistress, 
Look with favor upon the work of my hands, and 
May my gracious deeds be established upon thy lips ! 
A long life, abundance of offspring, 
Health and happiness, 
As a boon do thou grant me 1 
Before Shamash and Marduk, 
Look with favor upon my works, command that 
I receive favor! 

IV. Prayer of Nebuchadrezzar to Marduk at the Dedication 
of his Palace in Babylon : 

[At that time I built anew in Babylon the palace, the seat of my 
royalty, the meeting-place for many peoples, a dwelling-place of joy 
and rejoicing, where the defeated must do homage ; I laid its platform- 
foundation in virgin soil, in the bosom of the deep earth, with bitumen 
and burned brick; from Lebanon, the snow-capped forest, I brought 
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mighty cedar trees for its roof ; I threw around it a mighty wall of 
bitumen and burned brick, and therein I issued royal edicts and lordly 
decrees. I lifted up my hands, I prayed to the lord of lords; to 
Marduk, the merciful, my petitions ascended.] 

O lord of countries ! Marduk ! 

Hearken unto the word of my mouth ! 

May I enjoy the splendor of the house which I have built ! 

May I attain therein, in Babylon, old age ! 

May I be sated with offspring ! 

May I receive therein the heavy tribute 

Of the kings of the four quarters of the world, 

Of all mankind ! 

May my descendants rule therein forever 

Over the Black- headed races ! 

V. Prayer of Nebuchadrezzar II. to Nabu at the Dedication 
of E-ur-VII-an-ki, the Temple Tower of Borsippa: 

[At that time E-ur-VII an-ki, the temple-tower of Borsippa, which 
a former king had built and raised to a height of forty-two cubits 
without adding its turrets, .... to rebuild it the great lord, Marduk, 
incited my heart.] 

O Nabu, eternal son, exalted messenger, 
Victorious, beloved of Marduk, 
Do thou look 

With favor and joy upon my works, and 
A long life, abundance of offspring, 

A firm throne, an enduring reign, the overthrow of my foes, 
The conquering of the land of the enemy as a boon do thou grant me ! 
On thy eternal tablet which defines the boundaries 
Of heaven and earth, 

Do thou proclaim the length of my days, do thou write my offspring ! 
In the presence of Marduk, the king of heaven and earth, 
The father, my begetter, look with favor upon my works, 
Command that I receive favor ! 
May Nebuchadrezzar, 
The king, the restorer, 
Be ever established in thy mouth ! 

VI. Prayer of Nebuchadrezzar II. to Marduk at the Dedica- 
tion of Imgur-Bel and Nimitti-Bel, the great Walls of Babylon : 
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[Imgur-Bel and Nimitti-Bel, the large walls of Babylon which 
Nabopolassar, King of Babylon, the father, my begetter, had made, 
but had not completed their construction — their moat he had dug, 
and by means of two strong walls with bitumen and burned brick he 
had strengthened their banks ; a wall along the Arahtu canal he had 
made, and with the dike of burned brick on the other side of the 
Euphrates he had joined it, but had not completed the rest. From 
Du-azag-ki-nam-tar-tar-re-e-ne, the shrine of Fates, as far as Aibur- 
shabu(m), the street of Babylon, in front of the Gate of the Lady, I 
constructed a way with brick and tur-mi-na-ban-da stone as a proces- 
sion street for the great lord Marduk. As for me, his first-born son, 
the beloved of his heart, Imgur-Bel and Nimitti-Bel, the great walls of 
Babylon, I completed. The sides of the wall of its moat, two strong 
walls, with bitumen and burned brick I built, and to the wall which my 
father had strengthened I joined it, and I surrounded the city for its 
protection with a wall of burned brick toward the east, and I con- 
structed a wall about Babylon. A ibur-shabu(m), the street of Babylon, 
I filled in with a high terrace as a procession street for the great lord 
Marduk, and partly with brick and tur-mi-na-ban-da stone, partly with 
brick and stone from the mountain, A-ibur-shabu, from Bab- Ella (the 
shining gate) as far as Nana-sakipat-tebisha, I macadamized for a pro- 
cession street of his divinity; I joined it to what my father had built, 
and I constructed the boulevard Nana-sakipat-tebisha.] 

O Marduk, great lord, 

Upon the work of my hands 

Look with grace and favor, and 

May my gracious deeds be established on thy lips ! 

By thy pure word, which is unchangeable, 

Proclaim that my days be long, 

Command that I have offspring ! 

By thy exalted command, which cannot be thwarted, 

May I have no enemy, may I possess no foe ! 

VII. Prayer of Nebuchadrezzar II. to Shamash at the Dedica- 
tion of the Temple E-babbara in Larsa : 

[At the time that Marduk, the great lord, the chief of the gods, the 
mighty leader, appointed me to rule over land and people — at that 
time E-babbara, the Temple of Shamash in Larsa, which from time 
immemorial had been like a heap of ruins, in whose interior the mud- 
walls had disintegrated and the outer walls were no longer recog- 
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nizable — in my reign the great lord, Marduk, gave his patronage to 
that temple. He made the winds to blow, and carried away the 
deposit of its interior so that the outer walls could be seen. Me, 
Nebuchadrezzar, King of Babylon, his governor and his worshiper, he 
commanded with pomp to rebuild that house. Its ancient platform- 
foundation I sought and searched out, and I spread fresh mortar (dirt) 
upon its ancient platform-foundation, and set in place its unburned 
brickwork. E-babbara, the eternal temple, the dwelling-place of 
Shamash, my lord, I rebuilt to Shamash, the great lord, my lord, who 
dwells in E-babbara, which is in Larsa.] 

O Shamash, great lord, 

When thou makest thy entrance 

Into E-babbara, the dwelling-place of thy lordship, 

With joy and rejoicing, 

Upon the gracious work of my hands 

Do thou look with favor, and 

May a life of many days, 

A firm throne, and 

An enduring reign 

Be established on thy lips ! 

May the thresholds, bolts, and hinges of the doors 

Of E-babbara 

Ever recall to thee 

My gracious deeds ! 

VIII. Prayer of Nebuchadrezzar II. to Shamash at the 
Dedication of the Temple E-babbara in Sippar : 

[For Shamash, the lord, the exalted judge of heaven and earth, the 
great warrior, the worthy hero, the lord who dictates righteous deci- 
sions, the great lord, my lord, his temple, E-babbara, which is in 
Sippar, I built with joy and rejoicing.] 
O Shamash, great Lord, 

When thou joyfully enterest E-babbara, thy shining temple, 
Ever look with favor upon the costly undertaking of my hand ! 
May my gracious deeds be established on thy lips ! 
By thy sure command may I be sated with offspring ! 
A long life and a firm throne do thou grant mel 
May my sway be long and extend forever ! 
Adorn my kingdom forever 
With a righteous sceptre, 
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With goodly rule, and 

With a staff of justice, 

For the welfare of my people ! 

Protect my people with strong weapons and with the onslaught of battle ! 

Do thou, Shamash, truly answer me in judgment and in dream ! 

At thy noble command, which cannot be altered, 

May my weapons be drawn, may they wound, 

May they overthrow the weapons of the enemies ! 

IX. Prayer of Nebuchadrezzar II. to Marduk at the Dedica- 
tion of the Libil-hegalla Canal in Babylon: 

[I sought out the site of Libil-hegalla, the eastern canal of Babylon, 
which had been in ruins from time immemorial, and was choked up 
with sand-bars and full of debris, and from the bank of the Euphrates 
as far as A-ibur-shabu(m), I rebuilt its side-walls with bitumen and 
burned brick. In A-ibur-shabu(m) the street of Babylon, for a pro- 
cession street of the great lord, Marduk, I constructed a bridge over 
the canal, and made its roadway broad.] 

O Marduk, great lord, 

Continuously look with favor upon me, and 

A long life, abundance of offspring, 

A firm throne, and an enduring reign 

Do thou grant me as a boon ! 

X. Prayer of Nabonidus, King of Babylon (555-538 B. C), 
to Sin at the Dedication of the Temple Tower of E-gish-shir-gal 
in Ur : 

O Sin, lord of the gods, king of the gods of heaven and earth, the 
god of gods, who inhabit the great heavens, upon thy joyful entrance 
into that temple may the good done to Esagila, Ezida (and) E-gish- 
shir-gal, the temples of thy great divinity, be established on thy lips! 

And do thou implant the fear of thy great divinity in the heart of 
its people, that they may not sin against thy great divinity, (and) like 
the heavens may their foundations stand fast ! 

As for me, Nabonidus, King of Babylon, save me from sinning 
against thy great divinity ! 

A life of far-distant days grant me as a present ! 

And as regards Belshazzar, the first-born son, my offspring, do thou 
implant in his heart the fear of thy great divinity ! 

May he not fall ipto sin ! 

May he be satisfied with fulness of life ! 
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XI. Prayer of Nabonidus to Sin at the Dedication of the 
Temple E-hulhul in Harran : 

[E-hul-hul, the Temple of Sin, which is in Harran, in which from 
time immemorial, Sin, the great lord, had made a residence well- 
pleasing to him — against that city and temple his heart became 
angered, and he brought the Scythians to attack it, and he destroyed 
that temple and brought it to ruin. 

In my legitimate reign, Bel, the great lord, through love for my 
kingdom, was gracious, and showed mercy to that city and temple. 
In the beginning of my everlasting reign he made me to see a vision. 
Marduk, the great lord, and Sin, the light of heaven and earth, stood 
on either side. Marduk spake with me : "Nabonidus, King of Babylon, 
haul bricks with thy wagon-horses, rebuild E-hul-hul, and make Sin, 
the great lord, to take up his residence therein."] 

O Sin, king of the gods of heaven and earth, who from time imme- 
morial hast not resided in city or country, nor hast returned to his 
original seat, when thou enterest E-hui-hul, the temple, thy luxurious 
dwelling, may the good done to the city and that temple be on thy 
lips ! 

May the gods, who dwell in heaven and earth, grant blessing to the 
Temple of Sin, their father and begetter ! 

May Sin, the king of the gods of heaven and earth, with gracious 
eyes uplifted, look with joy upon me, Nabonidus, King of Babylon, 
who has brought his temple to completion, and may he give me 
favorable signs monthly at the rising and setting ! 

May he lengthen my days, prolong my years, and establish my 
reign ! 

May he vanquish my enemies, overthrow my adversaries, and over- 
whelm my foes ! 

May Ningal, the mother of the great gods, make kindly mention of 
me in the presence of Sin, her beloved ! 

May Shamash and Ishtar, his brilliant offspring, make gracious 
reference to me before Sin, their father and begetter ! 

May Nusku, the exalted minister, hear my prayers and make 
intercession for me ! 



